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Key Dates: 

 January 14-September 27, 2013: TCR 
Market Trials 

 June 1, 2013: Transactional new MP 
registration deadline 

 June 3, 2013: Structured/Unstructured 
Market Trials begin 

 June 15, 2013: Market Model Freeze. 

The latest from the Marketplace workstreams: Markets, Settlements specs, APIs 

The Markets Web Services 
specifications have been updated 
to address discrepancies 
discovered during testing and to 
make documentation 
improvements. The Marketplace 
Change Tracker includes a brief 
description of the changes and the 
migration dates to the 
Marketplace Sandbox and Market 
Trials environments. Questions 
should be submitted to the 
Request Management System 

(RMS). 

The Settlements 
workstream has posted 
updated versions of 
Settlements-related 
Notifications Technical 
Specifications (APIs) to its 
project folder. Reference the 
Marketplace Change Tracker 
for a brief description of the 
changes and migration 
dates. Use the RMS to 
submit questions, or contact 
the Settlements team. 

Public Data File Format 
information for Markets 
and Settlements has been 
posted to the Integrated 
Marketplace Public Data 
project folder. File Formats 
are published based on a 
priority ranking defined by 
the Market Trials Review 
Group. Direct your 
questions to the RMS. 

Structured Market Trials given final approval to begin June 3 

The stakeholder-driven Go-Live Team has given the go-ahead for Structured/Unstructured Market 
Trials (SMT) to begin June 3. The first Official Operating Day will be June 6. 

The Go-Live Team, consisting of member representatives and SPP staff (see the March Update), 
supported Marketplace program and Change Working Group (CWG) recommendations to proceed 
with SMT. The CWG recommendation was contingent on three in-progress criteria being met by 
June 7. 
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“While not all criteria (to enter Structured Market Trials) have been met, we believe there would 
be more risk mitigated by moving forward than by delaying,” said Marketplace Program Director 
Sam Ellis. “All known issues and risks have been considered, and enough functionality is available 
to provide SPP and market participants with more benefits than if SMT was delayed.” 

The SPP recommendation noted benefits of starting SMT as scheduled include: 

 Allowing MPs direct interaction with the Markets system. 

 Enabling MP capabilities to analyze and validate Markets results, begin shadow 
settlements process, and offer/bid strategy validations. 

 Allowing SPP and MP resources to exercise Markets processes and procedures. 

 Allowing resolution of operations issues prior to starting Settlements. 

More than 99 percent of the Site Acceptance Test (SAT) cases identified as necessary to start SMT 
have been executed; more than 90 percent passed all functional areas. The original Functional 
Integration Test (FIT) criteria have not been met, but SPP has developed an SMT roadmap that 
adds additional functionality in a phased approach. 

SPP’s Casey Cathey, who is managing the Market Trials effort, said SPP will be able to meet the 
test scenarios outlined in the June-July timeframe. “At this point in the program schedule, the pros 
of SPP Operations clearing Day Ahead, RUC (Reliability Unit Commitment) and the Real-Time 
Balancing Market using updated Market Participant data outweigh the cons of finishing FIT before 
beginning SMT,” Cathey said. 

SPP will provide updated testing metrics every two weeks throughout SMT to show progress 
towards integration, in addition to releasing additional functionality not available on June 3.  

SMT is scheduled to run through November 3. It will test the Marketplace’s ability to submit and 
receive transactions supporting day-ahead and real-time activities and to execute the markets. 

A crash course in key Market Trials terminology 

Structured/Unstructured Market Trials (SMT) begin June 3. Here are some key terms that will soon 
become household – or should we say workspace – words. 

Structured Testing: Market Trials phase when scenarios, as documented in the Market Trials 
project folder, are tested. Multiple scenarios may be tested during a single Official Operating Day, 
as determined by the SMT Daily Calendar. 

Unstructured Testing: Market Trials phase during which market participants (MPs) can test in any 
way desired. Unstructured Testing begins in July and ramps up through October, as reflected in the 
SMT Daily Calendar. SPP will not override offer data, but will submit data for participants who 
don’t. Results may not be as expected, based on presumed market operations. 

Official Operating Days: Days during which SPP will answer questions about and offer support for 
studies run during the day. Activities on Official Operating Days will include base-case scenarios, 
Structured testing, and Unstructured testing based on participant offers. 
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Supported Days: SPP will be available 8 a.m.-5 p.m. (until Parallel Operations) Monday-Friday to 
answer questions regarding data submittal and Official Operating Day results. SPP support will be 
available through a hotline for Critical and High issues (see below). The hotline is available when 
MPs are “stuck,” or can’t move forward without help, such as data-submission issues and real-time 
ICCP issues. Support will also be offered through the Request Management System (RMS) for non-
critical/high issues, such as Official Operating Day results and other Marketplace questions. 

Critical Issues: When one or more systems, or a function within a system, are rendered 
inaccessible or have stopped functioning. 

High Issues: When one or more key functions within a system are non-operational, or a severe 
error exists in its processing, and there is no workaround. 

Non-Official Operating Days: Days during which SPP will not offer answer questions about or offer 
support for solutions. On Non-Official Operating Days, SPP may overwrite offer data, run test 
scenarios, and not approve solutions. 

Friday Maintenance: Refers to those Friday afternoons when member-impacting maintenance will 
occur. Participants will be given 24-hour notice when member impacts are expected. 

Saturdays: Reserved for MP testing throughout Market Trials. SPP will not override offer data and 
studies will be run, system permitting. 

Integrated Marketplace registration, model-change deadlines in June 

Timing is running out for transactional MPs to register for the Integrated Marketplace, if they 
intend to join the other 112 registered participants in the Marketplace come March 2014. 

Transactional MPs – defined as those submitting Virtual Energy Offers and Virtual Energy Bids 
and/or planning to participate in the TCR Markets – must submit complete registration 
applications by June 1. Other financial-only players who missed the April 15 registration deadline 
for the Marketplace can still participate by contacting existing MPs to perform functions on their 
behalf. 

MPs who miss these deadlines will have to wait until April 1, 2014 to participate in the 
Marketplace – providing they register by Oct. 1, 2013.  

Existing MPs also have a June 15, 2013 deadline for making changes to existing models (both the 
Marketplace and EIS Market). A refreshed model is expected to be released Aug. 1, 2013; no 
changes will be made to either model until the freeze expires April 1, 2014. 

Resource- or asset-owning MPs who missed earlier deadlines for Marketplace registration also 
have until Oct. 1, 2013, to register for participation on April 1, 2014. 

Extended Connectivity Test gives MPs second chance to prep for Market Trials 
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SPP has extended Connectivity Testing into June, giving new MPs and those who have not yet 
completed the test an opportunity to verify their systems can “talk” with SPP’s Marketplace 
systems.  

As many as 52 MPs are eligible to take part in the June 3-28 Connectivity Testing. MPs will be given 
a specific week to conduct their connectivity tests, assuming they have first registered for Local 
Security Administrator (LSA) certificates through SPP Customer Relations. Connectivity Test 
checklists must be completed by May 31. 

Forty-nine MPs executed their connectivity tests during the original Connectivity Test, with 45 of 
those passing. Those 45 MPs executed 94 percent of their test cases, passing 99.7 percent of those 
executed. 

The Connectivity Test helps minimize the issues MPs will face when they move on to 
Structured/Unstructured Testing. The test: 

 Verifies technical connectivity between SPP and MPs (this includes digital certificates, XML 
listeners, and firewall access). 

 Exercises the programmatic interfaces between SPP and MPs as part of functional 
operations. 

 Verifies participant access to the SPP systems’ user interfaces (the Marketplace Portal and 
each production UI’s homepage). 

New on the Integrated Marketplace website: Marketplace Protocols 14.0a, 
Milestone Report 

Version 14.0a of the Integrated 
Marketplace Protocols has been posted 
for review. Revision requests, 
comments, and related questions 
should be sent to 
mailto:protocolrevisions@spp.org. 

An updated 
program Milestone 
Report has been 
posted for May. 

More information is available 
through the following 
resources: 

 Integrated Marketplace 
on SPP.org 

 Marketplace 
Workstream Directory 
(PDF) 

 Integrated Marketplace 
Scorecard (PDF) 

 SPP Customer Relations 
(questions@SPP.org) 

This message was sent by the SPP Integrated Marketplace Program. 

Please refer to the Integrated Marketplace Workstream Email Address List if you have questions or feedback on the 
content of this message. 
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